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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Explorers,

And while our mission remains constant, we h ave rearticulated
our mission tatement:

Spring is finally here and
I'm delighted to sh are a few
updates and news item with
you.
A s they h ave done for 41
years, our students traveled
to H arlan , Kentucky over
Spring Break, partnering
with Christian Outreach for
Appalachian People on home
development programs for low-income families. Other Explorers
went to N orth C arolina, supporting H abitat for Humanity's
critical work, and others spent the week in Texas participating
in El. Otro Lado, a border immersion experience supporting
communities with incredible challenges. Our students' efforts,
and those of the faculty and staff co lleagues who trave led with
them, serve as strong witness to our Lasallian mission in action,
refl ecting our commitment to service rooted in solidarity and
justice .
A s another academic year comes to a close, we continue to
embrace strategic ch ange and reinvention to position our
students and the University to thrive. We've made significant
progress in accomplishing key initiatives of M omentum 2022,
our five-year strategic plan : our new core curriculum is set to
launch in Fall 201 8, advanc ing mastery of our 15 institutional
learning outcomes; we partnered with the School District of
Philadelphia on a transformative dual enrollment, college credit
program; we launch ed a compreh ensive, integrated freshmen
orientation program to rave rev iews, and more. All indications
po int to another incoming cla of well over 900 students,
fu eling campus-wide growth and renewal.
Yet , amidst all of this transformation , the University remains
tethered to our Lasallian C atho lic h eritage and to the pursuit of
excellence in all that we do. Together and by assoc iation , in the
classroom, in the lab, in the fi eld , in the community and beyond,
we strive as a community of inclusive learners to advance
the common good by providing an education firmly rooted
in the Liberal Arts and Sciences. A s we approach the 300th
anniversary of the dea th of St. John Baptist de La Salle in 2019,
the founding story continues to animate our work as we seek to
answer the pressing questions of this generation , and to prepare
our students to lead in the next.

La Salle is a Lasallian Catholic Universi ty
committed to the principle that all knowledge is
practical and empowering, fill ed w ith the capacity
to transform lives. Anchored in the living tradition
of the Brothers of the Christian Schools and in
association with a di verse and inclusive learning
community, our mission is to educate the whole
person by fosteri ng a rigorous free search for truth.
La Salle, in affirming the value of both liberal
arts and professional studies, prepares students for
the life long pursuit and exploration of w isdom ,
knowledge, and faith that lead to engaged and
fu lfi lling lives marked by a commitment to the
common good.
To this re tatement, we have added the adoption of four core
va lues that animate our mission statement: teaching and
learning, a pirit of fa ith and zeal, service rooted in solidarity
and justice, and association . This work, led by a committed
University-wide steering committee, culminated in approva l
by La Salle's Board of Trustees, and was presented to the
community last month as we launched our annual Mission and
H eritage celebrations.
I encourage you to consider these new articulations of the
mission and values of La Salle University ( www.lasalle.edu/
mi sion-and-heritage), our current attempt to express the
commitments that La Salle University has been living out since
1863 as a dive rse community of educators and learners in the
service of humanity.
I wish you a beautiful spring and a blessed Easter season a we
renew our fa ith, celebrating Christ's victory over death and the
promise of eternal life. In the words of Saint Augustine, "And
h e departed from our sight that we might return to our heart,
and there find Him. For he departed, and behold, H e is here."
St. John Baptist de La Salle; pray for U s.
Live Jesus in our hearts; forever.
Warmly,

C o lleen M. H an ycz, Ph.D.
President
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trending@

lasalleuniv

Abby Richardson Cohen

jessicawright21

on International Education Week

on son Solomon

on acceptance to La Salle

November 15, 2017

January 30, 2018

November 24, 2017

It's International Education Week and
La Salle's Multicultural and International
Center set up this beautiful display of flags
on campus. #LaSa lleU wishes peace to all!

Solomon just committed to La Salle University to play Division 1 Water Polo and
embrace his Business Dreams for academia.

I am so excited to ay that I'm going to
continue my education toward my dream of
becoming a nur eat La Salle Univer ity! !!!
#explorersareneverlo t

Philly here we come!!

La Salle University Athletics

lasalleuniv

on A-10 Womens Soccer
Champions

on start of the Spring Semester

November 5, 2017

"This is one of the most special groups I've
ever coached in my entire life. That's why
they're finding ways to win." -Head Coach
Paul Royal

January 16, 2018

Welcome back, Explorers! #LaSalleU
#ExplorersAreNeverLost

lasalleuniv
on the Super Bowl-bound
Philadelphia Eagles
February 2, 2018

# FlyEaglesFly Meet at the L outside Lawerence tomorrow at 11:35 a.m. where we'll be
wearing green and Eagles gear and cheering
on the team!

Find us on social:

IJ

lasalleuniversity

~ LaSalleUniv

@ 1asalleuniv
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NEWS
PRINCETON REVIEW LISTS LA SALLE AMONG THEIR BEST
BUSINESS SCHOOLS ONCE AGAIN
For the second consecutive year, La Salle
University's School of Business ha
been named to The Princeton Revi w'
Best Business Schools. The Princeton
Rev iew-well-known for its college
rankings in dozens of categoriesurveyed 23,000 tudents in bu ine s
chool aero s the nation, a king them
to rate their chool ba ed on cla sroom
experience, profe or , career pro pect ,
campus environment, and more. ln total,
267 bu ine s school made the 2018
listing.

"We are thrilled to be included aga in in
th Princeton Review' Be t Bu ine
chools ranking, e pecially ince much
of the data came directly from tudent
surveys," aid Pre ident Colleen M.
Hanycz, Ph.D. "Our student have
confirmed that we provide a highly
per onalized bu iness education marked
by critical indicator of quality and
uccessful outcome such as classroom
experience, academic rigor, teaching
excellence and the acce ibility of our
pr fe or out ide the cla room-all
hallmarks of a La Salle education for 154
yea r ."

LA SALLE RANKED ATOP 300 UNIVERSITIES IN
WALL STREET JOURNAL/TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION
ANNUAL COLLEGE RANKINGS
Out of more than 1,000 U.S. college
and unive rsities, The Wall Street Journal
and Times Higher Education have once
aga in ranked La Salle Univer ity in the
Top 300 in its second annual Coll ge
Ranking . The ranking is based on the
re ult of the Time Higher Education
U.S. tudent Survey, which examine
re pon e from more than 100,000
current college tudent on a range of
key i ue , including engagement with
their tudie , interaction with their
profes or , and overall ati factio n with
their experience . The full methodology
explores fo ur key area : outcome ,
re ources, engage ment, and environment.
"The Wall Street Journal and Time
Higher Education have once aga in
recognized what makes a La Salle
ed ucation so unique," said President
Colleen M. Hanycz, Ph.D. "Our students
4
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join a diver e community of learners
and embark on a rigorou ed ucational
experience de igned to fo ter theoretical
and practical knowledge, deepen ethical
en ibilitie , and prepare fo r a lifetime

of uccess. We position our grad uate
to achieve more and to enter the world
with certainty and purpo e a confident,
impactfu l, and productive global citizen ."

NATIONAL BLACK MBA ASSOCIATION®
PARTNERS WITH LA SALLE UNIVERSITY
La Salle Unive rsity's School of Business
is one of 11 universities nationwide
to join the N ational Black MBA
Association® (NBMBAA) Collegiate
Partnership Program. Officially launched
in April 2017, NBMBAA announced
their first installment of partners during
the O ctober 2017 Annual Conference
and Expos ition in Philadelphia.
Designed to establish long-term
holistic partnerships with institutions
of higher education, the NBMBAA
Collegiate Partnership Program aims to
increase awareness and facilitate access
to gradu ate and business education
programs in profess ional fields across the
country.
"Elevating our relationship with the
NBMBAA to the partnership level
was a natural step," said MarySheila
E. McDonald, J.0 ., Dean of La Salle

University's School of Business. "Our
commitment to inclusion and diversity
has always been in our Lasallian DNA
and this partnership will enable us to
broaden access and outreach to talented

minority students interested in our
portfolio of MBA programs."

RYAN WALL, '18, NAMED 2017 RECIPIENT OF ANNE
SCEIA KLEIN AWARD FOR PROFESSIONAL PROMISE
Senior Ryan Wall, '1 8, earned the 2017
Anne Sceia Klein Award for Professional
Promise. The award recognizes a college
junior or senior who is a member of a
Public Relations Student Society of
America (PRSSA) chapter affiliated
with Philadelphia's Public Relations
Society of America (PRSA) and has
demonstrated dedication to advancing
the field of public relations. Wall was
recognized at the PRSA Philadelphia
Pepperpot Awards Banqu et on
November 14, 2017.

public relations. The Communication
Department has given me so man y
resources to explore my interests, and
I feel very fortunate to have such
supportive and caring individuals in
my life who are always eager to help
me," said Wall. "I'm also ve ry grateful to
all of the individuals at my internships
who have helped guide me as I begin
to establish a fo und ation for my future
in public relations. I'm fortunate to
have found a career I really enj oy, and I
hope that this pass ion is evident in the
content I produce."

"I'm extremely grateful to my professors
who have instilled in me a love for
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LA SALLE UNIVERSITY ACCEPTED INTO THE COALITION
FOR ACCESS, AFFORDABILITY, AND SUCCESS
La alle U niver ity joins nearly 140
higher ed ucation in titu tion aero
the U nited State a a member of the
Coalit ion fo r Acces , Affordability, and
ucce , an organization ded icated to
making college a reality for all tudents
through improv ing the application
proce s. The Coalition prov ide a
centra lized platform fo r high schoolers to
deve lop robust online portfo lios as early
as the ninth grade; interact with college
counselors, teachers, and mentors; and

submit applications to their chosen
college and univer itie .
"The Coalition' goals are beautifully
aligned with the mi sion of La Salle
Univer ity, where we strive to reach a
dive r e community of learners," said
Jame Plunkett, Executive Director of
A dmissions. "The Coalition's cloudbased digital locker enab le students
to have a full library of supporting
materials to share with the colleges of
their choo ing, giving them confidence

~
COALITION ACCESS.
~ AFFORDABILITY,
SUCCESS
1o<

and

in their applications. This early
engagement is a game changer in the
admissions world , a it creates a collegegoing culture as early as the freshman
year in high school."

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA AND LA SALLE
UNIVERSITY PARTNER ON COMMUNITY SCHOLARS PROGRAM
The School District of Philade lphia
join cl La alle U niversity to announce
a partnership through which highachiev ing high chool stud ents will be
en ro lled in college cour es during the
pring 20 18 eme ter. They began their
cla e on January 16, 2018.
Through the University's Community
Scholars program, tudents are
able to take one of the fo llowing

course at La Salle: Introduction to
A rt, Interper onal Communication ,
Introduction to C riminal Justice,
Introduction to Macroeconomics, and
Introduction to Literature.
"Thi program will allow our tudent
to have the college experience while
still in high school," said Or. William
R. Hite, Superintendent of The School
District of Philadelphia. "It will better

prepare more of our students for college
and career, helping them seamlessly
transition into their chosen fields after
high school graduation . Thanks to the
kills they acquire through thi program,
thi group of tud nt will be we ll
equipped to ucceed."
Currently the program is open to junior
and senior students from Central High
chool and the Philadelphia High
School for Girls. Tuition and textbook
costs are covered by the District.
"The Community Scholar program i a
partner hip between The School District
of Philadelphia and La Salle University
to prov ide free, du al-credit cour ework
to qualify ing, local chool District
students," said Colleen M. H anycz,
President of La Salle University. "Strong
communities need educated citizen , and
thi partner hip i one way that La Salle
is working to help build these citizen .
La Salle i proud to stand hand in hand
with our neighbors, and to share in thi
respon ibility of giving local student
opportunities to enrich their high chool
educations."
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SAXBYS TO OPEN 100 PERCENT
STUDENT-RUN CAFE AT LA SALLE
them succeed in their professional and
personal lives."
"Our Experiential Leaming Program
is an opportunity that impacts
students, fac ulty, and the overall
campus community," sa id Saxbys
Founde r and C EO Nick Bayer. "Just as
Pre idem H anycz and her team have
revolutionized the accessibility of a
La Salle education via the tuition reset,
this is yet another example of La Salle
pioneering the future landscape of
experiential education. "
In December 20 17, La Salle announced
a new partnership with Saxbys, offering a
unique opportunity to its undergraduate :
In Spring 2018, a Saxbys cafe will open
on campus at Founders' H all that will
be entirely operated and managed by
La Salle University students as part
of the Saxbys Expe riential Leaming
Program (ELP) .

an immersive, experiential learning
experience in a real-world business
operation ," said Colleen M. Hanycz,
Ph.D., Pres iden t. "Entrepreneurial
opportunities like La Salle's Saxbys
cafe further prepare our students fo r
life after La Salle by helping them
master tra its like resilience , persistence ,
and the ab ility to pivot in unfo reseen
circumstances-skills that will help

Kyle McIntosh , a senior communication
major spec ializing in public relations
with a marketing minor, serves as the
first Student Cafe Executive O fficer
(known as the Student C EO ) of the
cafe. H e is responsible for making
decisions on financial manage ment, team
development, community leadership,
and the cafe's overall operation .

"Our partnership with Saxbys provides
stud ents from any academic major

LA SALLE COMMEMORATES
30th Anniversary
Connelly Library, 1988
"The academic library has traditionally been
the space where tradition meets innovation.
The Connelly Library houses nationally
regarded archives and special collections,
a state-of-the-art makerspace, and almost
every form of information or technology
in between. The tools may change, but
the goal of teaching La Salle's Explorers
how to navigate a chaotic landscape of
information is no less relevant today than it
was 155 years ago."
- Sarah Clark, Ph.D., MUS, Dean &
University Librarian

25th Anniversary
BUSCA Program, 1993
"BUSCA (Bilingual Undergraduate Studies
for Collegiate Advancement) is one of
the programs most aligned with the
University's mission because we are not
only providing the opportunity for Hispanic
English Language Learners to get an
associate degree, but we are also creating
a pathway for first-generation students
who otherwise would not be able to attend
college to earn a bachelor's degree at
La Salle ... Like so many students at La Salle,
they just need someone to see their
potential and to give them a chance ... It is
amazing to see them succeed."
- Joanne Woods, M.S.Ed., M.A., Program
Director

Other anniversaries around La Salle
in 2018 include:
• 100th Anniversary of the Chymian
Society (Chemistry Club), 1918
• 50th Anniversary of the establishment
Penllyn Biostation, 1968
• 30th Anniversary of Communications
Department, 1988
• 20th Anniversary of La Salle's first Psy.D.
program, 1998

SPRING 2018
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WHY I GAVE BACK
John Fries, '66
A working class rowhome in Germantown i where the eed
of John Fries's des ire to give were first planted. "I'm one of six
children of an Irish immigrant fa mily," John said . "I wa lucky
to receive an excellent Catholic education. Through hard work
and ucces throughout the year , I'm blessed to be able to give
back."
John graduated from La Salle with a degree in accounting in
1966. The first half of hi career was pent in the computer
industry and eventually he found his way into healthcare
industry and John began a consulting company that specialized
in manag ing distres ed HMO . In 2002 , John and his partner
purcha ed Neighborhood Health Partner hip (NHP) , which
they grew into Florida's only 5-star HMO company. John and
his partner succe full y turned NHP around, allowing them to
ell to United Healthcare in 2005, giving John a tremendous
opportunity to give back. "Since then," John said , "I have been
able to it on ome boards and support my philanthropic efforts."
John sits on the board of The Franklin Institute and is chairman
of Global Fit (a wellnes company in Philadelphia.) He also
erved on the board of trustees with La Salle from 2008-2011.
He has given generously to Villanova Uni versity, St. Joseph's
University, and Jefferson Hospital. But his desire to give back
was not limited to higher education. John and hi wife Maureen
invested in the parish grade school that they both attended in
Germantown.

John and Maureen Fries

The reason why John and Maureen give so generously to
education is that they want to give students the too ls to make
their future better. "Education is so important," he explained,
"I got involved with Independent Mis ion Schools (IMS), a
"but
the system isn't the same as it was in the 50s and the 60s.
nonprofit which operates 16 mission schools in Philadelphia.
Now it is so expensive for these kids
One of those schools happened to
to get the same education we did. We
be St. Francis A isi School (now
only
hope to give students today the
DePaul C atholic chool). Along
"Education is so important. We only
same
chan ces that we were given
with other partners, we bought the
to give students today the same
hope
when
we went to chool."
school, the church, the rectory, and
the school yard from the Philadelphia
Archdiocese and donated it back to
IMS. "

chances that we were given when
we went to school."
-JOHN FRIES

John was also a major donor to North
Catholic High School. He initiated
a school within a school concept, which allowed tudents
the ability to gradu ate with a high school diploma along with
various Microsoft and Networking certification .
Now in 201 8, John and Maureen committed $1 million to
La Salle's School of Business. This gift will equip the Trading
Room on the first floor of Founder ' Hall with Bloomberg
Terminals and a stock ticker tape to track the ups and downs for
the stock market. It will play an integral part to in solidifying
La Salle's advanced business certifications.

8
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With 40 years of experience in
bu iness involving turnaround
management challenges, John has
unique insight and thinks La Salle's
future is brighter than ever. "I have
to say that Colleen Hanycz has done
a tremendous job as La Salle University's President. Under
her leadership, La Salle has undergone a major transformation .
She has right-sized the per onnel, the curriculum, and
has aggressively dropped the discount rate, causing a more
competitive tuition rate without compromising any academic
standards. La Salle is positioned properly as a competitive
busines chool in the city and competitive on a national ba is.
I believe that La Salle is headed in the right direction and I'm
proud to be a part of it."

FLY, LA SALLE ALUMS, FLY!
As Philadelphia breathlessly watched the Eagles bring the first Lombardi Troph y home to the C ity, La Salle alum working hard
behind the scenes had the unbeatab le expe rience of actually holding it in their hands. A total of 20 La Salle Communication alums
worked Super Bowl LIi this February. Seventeen work fo r the Eag les, two work fo r the NFL, and one works fo r Gameday.

Dave Sullivan, '07

Alli Wadington, '17

Tom Rossi, '73

From left to right: Kevin Cooke, '18, intern; John Smyrl, '11, volunteer; Kevin Dougherty, '03, video director; Frank Faber, Esq., '87, volunteer;
Tom Rossi, '13, staff; Kevin Mahon, '15, staff.
SPRING 2018
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THE GIFT
OF LIFE
AND LOVE
A La Salle Nursing Alumna Keeps Her Father
Alive by Performing CPR for 20 Minutes
All of the doctors and the EMTs said that, by all rights, I should have died. But because of the CPR that
Allie had given me, it kept the blood flowing to my heart and that's what kept me alive.
-

MARK KLEINSCHMIDT

It's ca lled the Widow Maker. A sudden heart attack that comes
with an estimated urvival rate of just 10 to 20 percent.
A a pediatric nurse in the neonatal intensive care unit
at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) , Allison
Kleinschmidt, '1 2, handles a wide array of health issues every
day with children. But she wasn't in her scrubs or working a
shift when Allison came face to face with the Widow Maker.
She was at her fa mily home in Delaware.
Most of her fa mily wa on vacation at the shore that Thursday
morning. "I live in Philly currently, I just happened to be home
for a couple of days," Alli on said . "Then my dad knocked on
my bedroom door and let me know that something wasn't right."
As the pre ident of the N ew C astle County Chamber of
Commerce, Allison's father, Mark Klein chmidt, was home to
get some work done. "It wa a hot day," he recalled. "I ran fo ur

10
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and a half mile . I came home. I had breakfas t." That' when , he
said, he proceeded to have a heart attack.
"I was experiencing severe che t pain at that point," he
explained. "So, I at down fo r about 10 minutes hoping that
it would go away." Unfo rtunately, the pain only grew worse.
Luckily, Mark was
able to get him elf
to his daughter's
bedroom door. He
recalled, "I knocked
and said , 'I think I'm
having a heart attack.
You have to call 911. "'

Allison with her siblings at Commencement, 2012

That's when Alli on's
tra ining and experti e
kicked in. She

"Everyone says it must have been so strange doing
it on your dad," she said. "But I feel like I went
right into nurse mode."
-ALLISON KLEINSCHMIDT, '12

brought her dad back to hi room where she was able to give
him Asprin and call 911. "I began CPR," she explained, " . .. but
it took the ambulance a little bit longe r to get to us."

Allie
Are

Alli on continued to perform C PR on her fa ther fo r twenty
minute until the paramedics arrived.
When the ambulance arrived, they connected Mark to a
defibrillator to trace what his heart rhythms were and end ed
up hav ing to hock him a total of seven time . Finally, Mark
responded. "They got him on a stretcher and continued CPR on
route to the hospital," Allison said. There, the doctors placed a
stent in Mark's heart.
Allison graduated with her BSN in Nursing from La alle in
201 2. But over the 28 days Mark was in the hospital, he say
he took quite the crash course in cardiac terminology. "They
placed the stent in the lower left anterior descending artery," he
said . "This type of heart attack is called the Widow Maker.
All of the doctor and the EMTs said that, by all rights, I should
have died. But because of the C PR that Allie had given me, it
kept the blood fl owing to my heart and that's what kept me
alive."

Mark gave a special shout out to his "lifesaver " during his SK run.

Allison says she never anticipated using her nur ing kill to
help save her own father. But, when the time came, her training
kicked in and she knew what she needed to do. "Everyone ays
it mu t have been so trange doing it on your dad," she said .
"But I feel like I went right into nurse mode."
As a neonatal nurse, Allison says that the hardest part wasn't
the du ration of performing C PR, it was handling an adult male
patient alone. "I perform CPR on babie that are ometimes les
than a pound ," she said . "Trying to get my dad off of the chair
and onto the ground was the hardest part, hone tly ... Usually
you're not alone. You have another per on who would switch
off with you, doing the compressions and the breath. It was
definitely longer than any kind of tra ining I've ever had . . .. But,
I could have done the compre ions fo rever if I had to. "
After nearly a month in a hospital bed, Mark spent the next
few months in phys ical therapy and rehabilitation. But, beating
the odds, by the end of the year, he was fee ling back to himself
aga in, exclaiming, "I made a goal fo r myse lf to run a SK on N ew
Year's Day, which I did- in 9 degrees !"

"It wa a great outcome," Allison said , looking back. Through
all of her education , she credits the first two years of nursing
school fo r lay ing such a strong fo und ation of the bas ics fo r her,
including C PR.
When asked what it's like a a fa ther to have your daughter
being the one who saves you, Mark simply sa id , "My heart stops
again. It' ju t incredible that h was home, that she was even
there, and that he wa able to do it fo r so long."
With the experience now behind them, Mark is grateful to not
only have urvived, but to have done so with no bra in damage
or tra uma-a ll thank to Allison .
"It' kind of emotional," he said . "She really is my lifesaver."
- Kristin Norton
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A STORIED PAST AND A BRIGHT FUTURE
AS LA SALLE'S NEW ALUMNI HOUSE
12
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"Peale is a historical treasure that La Salle is fortunate enough to
have as part of its campus. It has been part of the fabric of this
University since its inception and we are in a unique position to
expand its use and visibility on campus."
-AMYLYNN FLOOD, '95

ucked behind the ro lling hills and
winding paths of La Salle's campus
sits a building many recognize but
few know much about. To most
alums of the past three decades, thi
charming albe it my te riou structure
served a the O ffice of the President. But,
when unrave led, the origins of Peale
House reveal a rich and surprising history
of tales and legends that date back to the
birth of our nation.

T
James A. Hanes, Belfield Farms, c 1966,
La Salle University Art Museum, given by
the artist.

"The Peale Hou e and Belfield Estate
have tremendous hi torical significance
in the city of Philadelphia," say
current Pre ident of La Salle's Alumni
As ociation , Jerry Lezynksi, '82. "That
significance was strengthened when
La Salle University took it over many
years ago."

Now, after years of anticipation , Peale
H ouse will take on a new La Salle role
as a free-standing alumni hou e, marking
the first of its kind fo r the U niversity
and one of just a few aero s Philadelphia
campu es.
"The Alumni Board has been discussing
an alumni house fo r many years but ran
into challenges with potential locations,
the extensive cost of building a tructure
from scratch, and other logistical
challenges," says AmyLynn Flood,
'95, fo rmer President of the Alumni
Association and current member of the
Board of Trustees. "Peale House is the
perfect opportunity fo r uch a fac ility."

SPRING 2018
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A LOOK BACK
As most historical stories around
Philadelphia go, the origins of Peale
House begins with William Penn.
Sold off in a gra nt by Pennsylvania's
founding father, the property aw many
owners over the centuries. But its most
transformative period was under the care
of Charles Willson Peale and his family.
Peale wa best known as an artist,
scientist, and inventor. But his love of
ga rdening, farming, and nature is what
drew him to the estate that in 1810 was
called "Nieve's Place." Looking for a
serene place to retire with his wife and
five children, Peale called their new
home "Per eve re" before changing it to
"Belfield" after friends suggested the name
wa too solemn.
Although Peale found the most ucces
with his paintings, his farm and ga rden
were truly a work of art in their own
right. ln fact, many of his final paintings
depicted the lands he loved so dearly.
He began building on the property almost
immediately. Over the next decade, there
came ix tructures including a main
mansion and a hexagonal summer hou e,
a Chinese-inspired gazebo, two pool , an

obelisk, a greenhouse, a fish pond, a fa rm,
and immaculately landscaped garden .
The erpentine- like curva tures of the
land are still vi ible today and, visitor
might be urprised to learn, were no
acc ident. They were suggested to Peale
in a letter by his good friend, Thomas
Jefferson .
Peale cherished hi estate through the
years until elling it in 1826 after losing

TIME CAPSULE
"I was walking home from Logan Demonstration School on the first day I was
allowed to do so on my own. I was just a tad older than five and my older brother
cautioned me not to go over Ogontz Avenue because he said, "the German
prisoners at Armory might get you," So, I started to walk along the stone path
shortcut off of Lindley, just a half block from my school. I cautiously walked past
the remnants of the house that was about midway because my brother said there
might be "ghosts" there . 1 safely got past the old foundation and felt quite proud ...
all I had to do now is get to Wister Street and I would be out of the spooky woods.
With abandon, my book bag banging against my back, 1 crossed 20th Street and
knew I soon would see my Father's mechanic, Mr. Max, at the tiny gas station at
Wister Street. I went about 20 feet farther and came to a driveway. As 1 looked
up, a giant bull (was a cow but looked like a bull to me) was staring at me and
bellowed so loudly I ran all the way past Wister, past the mill buildings, and up
Magnolia to my house! I am now 80 years old but remember that "bull's" frightful
noise very well to this day!"
-Charles Hermann, '65

14
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his wife to yellow fever. It was sold to
William Logan Fisher and from there was
passed down through the family lineage
including many Wisters until it wa
purchased by La Salle Univers ity in 1984.
Over the years, Belfield Estate and Peale
House continued to ee its share of
excitement. Legend has it that Belfield
wa involved with the Underground
Railroad. Author of Uncle Tom's Cabin,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, visited Belfield,
along with Julia Ward Howe, writer
of"The Battle Hymn of the Republic."
Both women signed a visitor's tablecloth
that is signed with over a hundred other
signatures, still on display. Also still on
display is a 300-million-year-old foss il
that was unearthed on the property.
There's ven a story from 1968 when an
unidentified student smuggled a cow from
Belfield Farm aero s Olney Avenue and
onto the second fl oor of St. Bernard's
Hall, pulling off one of the most famous
pranks in Univer ity history.

• Charles Willson Peale purchased Belfield for $9,500 in 1810
• Harriet Beecher Stowe and Julia Ward Howe signed
tablecloths when they visited Peale
• The tenant house on the south end of Belfield was used for
Japanese tea ceremonies from the 1980s through 2007
• Legend has it that Belfield is connected to the Underground
Railroad
• A 300-million-year-old fossil was uncovered on Belfield's
property

A LOOK FORWARD

opportunity to vis it one of the N ational
Register's Historic Places in Philadelphia. "

201 8 breathes a new life into this
historic landmark as Alumni Relations
and the A lumni Association inaugurate
it as La Salle U niversity's Alumni
Hou e at Peale. This ushers in a new
era for Belfield Estate and Peale House,
breathing new life into the prope rty
while continuing to honor its history
and charm. "The Alumni H ouse will
serve as a bridge-transforming La Salle's
historical treasures to the University's
future and its alumni," Lezynski said .

Vice President for University Ad vancement Cathleen Parsons-Nikolic said ,
"We're thrilled at the opportunity to
transform Peale House into one of the
few stand-alone alumni houses in the city.
This endeavor broadens our ability to tell
our story and to highlight our amazing
alumni who are making such personal,
professional, and spiritual impacts in their
communities and the world. And we' re so
grateful to our incredible Alumni Association for making this possible. "

The legacies of Belfield Estate and Peale
House are now part of La Salle's legacy
and will continue on . Said Lezynski, "The
Alumni House at Peale House is a tribute
to La Salle's history and to its alumni past, current, and future."
- Kri tin N orton

"It is a historical treasure that La Salle is
fo rtunate enough to have as part of its
campus. It has been part of the fabric of
this University since its inception and
we are in a unique position to ex pand its
use and visibility on campus," said Flood,
who has been working behind the scenes
to bring the ideas of an alumni house to
life fo r years. See ing it finally come to
fruition, she says, is "so exciting!"
"The first floor and the ground floor level
will be the main areas for alumni to
gather, hold meetings, and even conduct
business remotely in work stations," Flood
explained. "The Alumni Relations team
is moving their offices on to the econd
floor, so there will be a constan t presence
in the building. And Admiss ions will be
adding the building as a stop on their
tours to allow guests of the University the
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ome experience tay with you. For Explorers, tho e experience often manife t in many form . But o many agree,
the ervice trip tudent are able to embark on through
La Salle Immer ion and Volunteer Experience (LI.VE)
are one of them. But for one group in particular, the experience
they gained from their service trip stayed with them so much,
they've continued to go back, even after graduation.

S

The trip is usually only offered to tudents a a one-time
experience, but a fortunate few are cho en to help coordinate
the next year' excur ion. That's why when given thi
opportunity to return to St. Mary's in 2016, thi cohort of
Explorer jumped at the chance. Unlike oth r ervice trips,
Project Mapendo gives students the opportunity to get to know
the people and pend real one-on-one time with their host
school.

In 2015, Erin Herman, '16, Shannon Heydet, '16, Rebecca
Long, '16, and Odile Ta, '16, Community
ervice Coordinator ean Hutchinson, .
'10, and Rebecca Hutchin on, '11, MA
"The biggest reward from
'15, participated in Project Mapendo, an
this project was the one to
annual three-week ervice project in
Kenya. While there, participants live and
one conversations with the
teach at the St. Mary Secondary chool
girls. It wasn't about race or
for Boys. They are given the chance to
teach and help at the school in any way
where we came from it was
they can.

just one girl to another."

"The projects that tudents do range from
teaching and as isting nursery, painting,
cleaning, home visit , and hospital visits,"
explained Heydet. "Projects change from
year-to-year and even day-to-day while
the groups are there."

16
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- REBECCA LONG, '16

"Project Mapendo has more of a cultural
immersion aspect," said Heydet. "We go to
t. Mary', live within the compound and
try to spend a much time with the boy and
in the culture a we can."
But the experience didn't end there.
When approached by one of the Christian
Brother to extend their help to the
neighboring girls' chool , the students
accepted without he itation, only a king
what problem the school needed he lp with
the most. That' when they were informed
that girl were mis ing chool due to what
wa touted a "per onal rea ons."

The La Salle students were intrigued and confused by thi
statement and felt the need to dig deeper. "We had to dig and

dig to find out the problem ," aid Long. "They didn't want to
tell u it wa their men tru ation."

students returned to their second home, and conducted a threeday workshop for the girls at each of the three schools.

Th y learned that like mo t girl in developing countries, the
Kenyan girl were suffering from lack of feminine hygiene
resource , but were also fo rced to mis school becau e of it.
Finding their way to help, the students got straight to work.
One of the staff members at the school introduced them to a
nonprofit called Days fo r Girls.

The first day consisted of kit distribution and an explanation of
what the item were. Each kit contains two pairs of underwear,
one bar of oap, one wa hcloth, two waterproof shields, eight
ab orbent liner , two ealable bags for wa hing and storage, and
a draw tring bag to hold all the component . Day two consisted
of a health education cla , specifically focu ing on women's
health and reproduction. The la t day wa an open di cus ion
and one-on-one conver ations about anything the girl wanted
to talk about.

Day for Girl i an incredible organization that offer re-usable
kit containing item a young woman would need to maintain
proper care during her cycle, allowing them to continue their
education and tudie uninterrupted.
Though their time in Kenya wa coming to an end , and they
were graduating senior , the La alle tudent would not let go
of their goal to help the Kenyan girls. When they arri ved back
in the tates three young women, H eydet, Long, and Ta, vowed
to return the next year and finish what they had started.
After doing some research, Heydet sa id they were able to open
a fund ra i ing page, allowing them to order more kits. "With the
help of o many donor , we were able to order 280 kits."
The original plan wa to return to Kenya and distribute the kits
to one chool. However, in surpas ing their need they were able
to provide kit at Githwariga Primary School, D.E.B Mu lim
Primary School, and Hill Farm Primary School. A year later the

"The bigge t reward from this project wa the one to one
conversations with the girls," said Long. "It wa n't about race or
where we came from it was just one girl to another."
Seeing the difference they made in the lives of the Kenyan girl
was rewarding, but a one-time trip wa n't enough for thi cohort
of women from La alle. They plan to continue returning to
Kenya to make an impact and expand Day for Girl into a
sustainable program in the area.
"La Salle really did a good job of integrating me into the faith,
community, and service mindset and letting me branch off from
there," said Long. "And I think they do that for every tudent."
- Anj anee Fergu on

FACULTY FOCUS

1.

2.

How or when did you develop a love for numbers?
I think it's something that ome people have natu rally.
As a kid , I was always able to add numbers up in my
head really well. Surprisingly, I wasn't really good at
math. But it was a class at Archbishop Wood High
School with the legendary accounting teacher Frank
Boyle that made me realize that I liked accounting and
I was actually good at it.

4.

What brought you back to La Salle to teach?
My brothers and I had such great experiences at
La Salle as I went here, I wrestled here, I was in a
fraternity, and we had a great group of friends. I fi gured
if I was going to teach , I wanted to teach at La Salle
where I went to school. O ver the years, I stayed in
touch with Brother G erry Fitzgerald , Paul Braz ina, and

Who has been the biggest influence/mentor in your
life?
Honestly, there's not one person . Throughout my
life I've had great mentors who give great advicemy parents, my brothers, and my wife have always
been great supporters of me, as well as many fri ends,
coaches, and teachers. Professionally, there have always
been people wherever I worked and here at La Salle:
Jeannie Welsh, Kristin Wentzel, Susan Borkowski, Al
Mass imini, Bruce Leauby, Brother G erry Fitzgerald,
Paul Braz ina, and MarySheila McDonald have all been
so good to me and helped me become a better teacher.

Tell me a little about your career before coming to
La Salle?
After working for a few C PA firms, a small accounting
firm in Center C ity, and then at KPMG , I went back to
a small firm in Bucks County where I got into teaching
by acc ident. My cou in was teaching accounting full time at Delaware County Community College. As she
was going on maternity leave, she asked if I wanted to
.fill in teaching for a business math cour e. I continued
teaching part-time there and at Delaware Valley
College until I got in full-time at Wilmington College
where I taught accounting for seven years.

3.

MarySheila McDonald and I am very thankful to them,
as well as Jeannie Wei h fo r hiring me.

5.

When you think back on your time as a student at
La Salle, what stands out the most to you?
The friend that I made and the impact of the Christian
Brothers and the professors I had over the years. Being
an accounting major, the professors were excellent.
I remember as a senior watching Al Mass imini and
thinking "wow, he's hav ing fun and he has a great job!"
The education I received wa practical and focused on
real life application . Many of the Brothers gave up their
lives to help young people and really made a positive
impact on the campus life at La Salle. As I reflect back
on my days at La Salle and think of all the students that
I knew when I was here, I know that you'd be really
hard -pressed to find a La Salle grad uate who isn 't doing
we ll fo r themselves. It's pretty impre sive .

. . . . . . . ._ast_E· y:e_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,
If your students could leave your dassroom only retaining
one lesson, what would you want it to be?

If you couldn't have gone into accounting, what else would you
have wanted to do?

Help others. There will be people who will need help or advice
and that will be your opportunity to help them. I try to take
a lot of accounting topics and relate them to personal finance
and tell them that as accounting majors they understand the
numbers better than anyone else. Take that knowledge and use
it to help someone else. It will be the best work that you ever
do.

When I was coming out of high school, I wanted to be a high
school teacher and a wrestling coach. But it was tough to get a
job teaching and I really liked accounting so I went that route.
Things came full circle and I eventually got to where I wanted
to be. I am very fortunate that I got the opportunity to get into
teaching and I ended up getting back to La Salle.

What is the last movie you saw in the theater?

Do you enjoy sports? If so, what's your favorite teamn

Moana and Wonder Woman with my 6th grade daughter and

I am a big sports fan and my family is originally from upstate
New York. We grew up watching the Giants, so I am a Giants
fan. I usually take some abuse for that around here. However,
I rooted for the Eagles in the Super Bowl. It is really ~ t for
Philadelphia.

the rest of the family.

What websites do you frequent the most?
The La Salle website. Also, City of Basketball Love as that site
covers high school basketball, La Salle basketball, and the Big 5.

SPRING 2018

LA SALLE MAGAZINE

19

ATHLETICS

CHAMPIONS!
WOMEN'S SOCCER BRINGS
HOME THIRD A-10 VICTORY

As Maci Bower, '19, raced down the pitch towards the goal in
the 108th minute of the A-10 Women's Soccer Champion hip
Final, the energy in VCU's Sports Backers Stadium reached
a fever pitch. Spectators cheered passionately as Bower's
teammates jumped up and down in excitement on the sideline.
As the cheers grew louder, Bower's older sister Madison, '18,
cha ed down a pas from midfielder Je ica hanahan, '20. The
ball trav led from sister to si ter and for a moment, the crowd
collectiv ly held it breath.
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In that moment, she knew thi could be it-the golden
shot that would end the double overtime and ecure the
championship for the Explorer .
"When Madi passed me the ball, I knew that wa a huge
moment," Maci reflected. "There were only two minute left so
it wa crucial that I core, but in my mind, it was just another
shot on the goal."

When the ball reached the net, the crowd eru pted and the rest
of the team tormed th pitch . Tear tr amed down player '
faces as they embraced each other in celebration of La Salle'
third confere nce championship.
It was a moment that Coach Paul Royal believed would happen .
"I told them at halftime, I've never believed in a group more
than this group because of what they do every day," said
Royal.
"Throughout the final moments of the ga me, there
wa not a doubt in my mind that my team would be
walking off that fi eld a champion . O ur coache
had prepared us fo r that moment. We worked o
hard, and fo ught for one another the entire season,"
goalkeeper Larisa Zambelli, '17, added.

and upport fro m my coache , teammate , and fami ly a they
announced it."
Madi on and Mac i Bower joined Kri tin H aug tad, '18, and
Katherine H ennessey, ' 18, along ide Zambelli on the A llC hampion hip team. Marx was named to Top Drawer Soccer's
Team of the Week.

"Throughout the final
moments of the game, there
~

was not a doubt in my
mind that my team would
be walking off that field as
champions. "

The team had tra ined arduously since A ugust,
completing countless fitne s test , early morning workouts
in the weight room, and hours of technica l and tactical training.
In do ing o, they developed a unique chemi try that fac ilitated
this achievement.
"Holding the trophy at the end of that match brought it all
together," added senior midfield er Danielle Marx, '18. "It would
never have happened without every single person buying into
the culture and putting in all that hard work for the love of the
game and our love fo r each other."
everal players were recognized for outstanding perfo rmance
during the three-game C hampionship. Zambelli, who tied an
A tlantic 10 C hampionship single-game record with 14 aves in
the C hampionship Final, earned the Most O utstanding Player
Award .
"When my name wa announced for MO P it wa one of the mo t
surreal moments of my occer career," Zambelli remembered. "I
literally had to hold back tears, becau e of the feeling of joy

-LARISA ZAMBELLI, '17

"It' pretty neat to be named to the Team of the Week," Marx
aid . "There are a lot of great player that have been named to
Top Drawer Soccer, o to see my nam among some of the best
out there was surprising and a really rewarding moment."
The Exp lorers returned to campus to a hero' welco me, with
tudent and faculty greeting the team bu with a celebratory
banner. The team went on to face Ru tger in the opening round
of the NC AA Tournament, fa lling 3- 1 to end a hi toric ea on.
The team et a new program record fo r goal in a ea on with
48 and tied the 20 11 tea m fo r mo twin in a ea on in program
history with 17.
The 2017 La alle women's occer tea m has etched them elve a
place in chool hi tory.
- Ryan Wall , '18
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In 1977, 10 men brought La Salle the first Dad Vail victory in 20 years.
As tfie boat is inducted into the Hall of Athletes, we catch up with two
,__ _ _utl,h.•~~e~famed crew today.

ROBERT MCNAMARA, '78, MD
Chairman of Emergency Medicine
at Temple University Hospital

"To win like we did was an amazing rush,"
Robert McNamara, '78, MD, recalls of
the 1977 Dad Vail Regatta. Over 30
years later, he runs Temple University's
emergency room and still races boats,
noting that the two have a lot in
common.
"As a physician, you're the captain of the
team, which I was at La Salle, so it's an
experience derived from that where you
lead by example," he says.
As a La Salle student, McNamara
studied biology on the pre-med track
and was a member of the crew team. He
attributes much of his succes to being
a student athlete surrounded by a team
of hardworking people. He worked as
an orderly at Misericordia Hospital in
West Philadelphia. It was there that he
found his love for emergency medicine.
Working in a hospital during such a

turbulent time in Philadelphia history
gave him first-hand experience in the
field.
Following his time at La Salle,
McNamara went on to study at Jeffer on
Medical College. Against the advice of
others, he chose to follow his passion. "I
was actually advised by the dean of my
medical chool not to go into emergency
medicine. He said that I'd be throwing
my career away," he said. But, he took
the bold move of trusting his gut and
that is what lead him down the path of a
successful career that he loves.
When he's not running Temple's
emergency room, McNamara stays true
to hi athletic roots by coaching and
paddling as a Dragon Boat Racer. As such,
he has won over 100 world championship
medals. His most recent competition
took him to China to compete at the

international level. Though his travels
take him far, he's proud to say he's still a
Philly kid at heart.
McNamara spends his life helping the
people of the city he has always called
home. "To save a young person who's
been shot and hopefully put them back
on the road to a good life is pretty cool,"
he said. "Not many people get to do that.
Even in medicine not many people get
to say that they actually helped to save a
life."

DONALD DEGRAZIA, '78, CPA, ABV, CFF
Gold Gerstein Group LLC

Donald DeGrazia, '78, CPA, ABV, CFF
remembers his days with the Lightweight
8 vividly. "When the officials cruised
over in their launch after the race to
tell us we had won the Vails," DeGrazia
recalls, "I immediately remembered
a conversation with Mac (Robert
McNamara, '78, above) at the end of our
freshman year ... Mac turned to me and
said we would win the Vails before we
got out of La Salle."
Two years later, after spending most of
his time training and studying, DeGrazia
and his fellow crew team did just that,
bringing home the gold in the 1977 Dad
Vail Regatta.
Following graduation, DeGrazia entered
a small firm in Trenton, NJ to begin his
career in accounting. Eventually, his

love for rowing brought him closer to
Philadelphia, where he joined the firm
that would later become Gold Gerstein
Group LLC. Now a partner, DeGrazia
focuses on income taxes and business
valuation.

"whether they were heavyweights or
lightweights."

"It's taken me, really, around the world,"
he says. Gold Gerstein Group LLC is
a member of lntegra International-an
international association of independent
accounting firms. Integra is composed of
125 members in roughly 61 countries.
DeGrazia served for two years as the
Global Chairman and remains an active
member of the Global Board.

As for his personal life, DeGrazia
says that his love for rowing is what
introduced him to the love of his life,
his wife, Susan. They met, he said, while
he was visiting a nearby college with a
friend from the rowing team. "43 years,
three kids, and one grandchild laterthere was another good outcome from
rowing."

But, looking back, DeGrazia can trace
his biggest accompli hments back to his
days at La Salle. "We were not afraid
of anybody," he said of his teammates,

He remains in contact with many of the
members of the team. And hopes to do
so in the years to come. He explains, "It's
been a lifelong type of thing."
SPRING 2018
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AMANDA BAUMAN, '05
Community Affairs Senior Manager at C ampbell Soup
We all know omeone we compare to a
uperhero. Rarely do we find anyone with
the official title.
But Amanda Bauman , '05 , rece ived just
that when she was named "Super Woman"
by South Jersey Magaz ine. Being a Super
Woman is no easy task. But fo r Bauman,
who has it all und er contro l, it is we lldeserved.
For the past 12 years, Bauman ha served
as the Senior Manage r of Commun ity
Affair at Campbell's Soup Company
where she implements community affairs
strategy and employee engagement
initiatives. This includes developing
outreach projects between Campbell's
and the city of Camden, leading
Campbell's employee vo lunteer program,
N ourishing O ur N eighbors, managing
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Campbell's employee giving campaign
throughout 15 locations across the
country, and handling the Campbell's
Soup Foundation .
Thi might ound to some like nothing
short of an impossible juggling act. But
like any true super woman , Bauman
gets it all done with grace and a heart of
gratitude.
"We do a lot of work around creating a
healthy community by working with
nonprofits and food banks on building a
food economy. That covers everything
from prov iding nutrition education , to
supporting community agriculture to
improv ing healthy food selections at
com er stores. I'm very proud of what
we've been able to achieve so fa r."

Bauman's drive to serve can be traced
back to her days at La Salle.
As a communication major, Bauman
was involved with La Salle TV and The
Collegian. She al o served as president
of the PR Club at the time. It was also
during this time, Bauman organized a
service trip through University Ministry
and Service called "Week of Hope."
Bauman' unshakable spirit of hope and
generosity matured into successful career
and earned her the cape of a true uper
woman.
"I am really lucky to have a job that I
love," Bauman said. "I'm so grateful that
I get to wake up every day and do work
that ha an impact."

CLASS NOTES
Joseph Devine, '79, was
appointed President, New
Jersey Division of Jefferson
Health and Executive Vice
President of Hospital and
Health Services at Jefferson
Health .

1980s
Honorable James F. Kenney,
'80, was bestowed with the
Small Business Advocate
Award for his dedication to the
small business community of
his city on October 2, 2017.

Jerry Lezynski, '82, President of the Alumni Association, Mary-Kay Meeks Hank, Executive Director of Face to
Face _Germantown and Signum Fidei Winner, Susan Altamore Carusi, Esq., '82, John J Finley '24 Award Recipient,
President Colleen M. Hanycz, and Cathleen Parsons-Nikolic, Vice President for University Advancement.

1960s
Owen Green, '62, and wife,
Cheryl, celebrated their 47th
wedding anniversary on
January 2, 2018 .
Joseph P. Batory, '64,
Celebrated 20 years of
the Upper Darby Arts and
Education Foundation Success,
which raised $2 to support
student needs in the Upper
Darby School District.
Thomas J. Bonner, Esq., '66,
now works for Entwistle and
Cappucci LLP in West New
York, NY as a member of New
York State Bar Association
and is one of more than 7,000
immigration attorneys in the
United States.
Frank J. Batavick, '67,
published "Time's Crossroads:
The History of New Windsor,
MD" released August 2017.
Available on Amazon Books.

W. Patrick Campbell, '67,
serves as an Independent
Consultant in the Media and
Telecom Field and sits as
director or chairman of various
organizations.
William F. Hyland Jr., Esq.,
'69, was named on The Best
Lawyers in America 0 list for
the area of Land Use and
Zoning Law in October 2017.

1970s
Capt. Daniel J. D'Alesio Jr.,
Esq., '70, was recognized
by Marquis Who's Who for
Excellence in Law in November
2017.
Thomas A. Leonard,
CPA, '70, member of the
Board of Trustees of La Salle
University and Chair of the
Finance, Audit and Investment
Committee, has been elected
Lead Independent Trustee
for Lincoln Financial Variable
Trust.

Joseph E. Toner 111, '74,
was recently elected as Vice
Chairman and Treasurer of
Manor College by the school's
Board ofTrustees.
Nicholas W. Pacitti, '74,
joined in leading the business
and development efforts at
QuickFreeze and is also head
of the Tippmann Cold Chain
Management consulting
practice. He has more than 35
years of extensive experience
in designing, developing
and delivering food logistics
solutions with Kraft and
Nestle.
Larry L. White, '75, was
appointed as Executive
Director at NJSIAA on January
1, 2018 .
Kenneth M. Hartley, '77,
is the President of Hartley
Advisors and has held this
position since the firms'
inception in 2003. Ken founded
Hartley Advisors after a 20year career as a Partner for
IBM Business Consulting and
PwC in their management
consulting practices.

Mariann M. McKee-Ricci,
'80, long-time resident
of Newtown Borough has
announced a run for Council
Rock School Board. Mariann, a
retired professional educator,
will seek to represent Region
1, which includes Newtown
Borough and Newtown
Township Districts 4, 5, and 6.
Francesca Serra Zorri, '82,
enjoyed the wedding of her
youngest son, Frank Zorri, in
June 2017.

La Salle Magazine welcomes notes from our
alumni on all of your achievements and other
news. To post and view class notes in real
time, visit lasalle.edu/alumni and enter the
seven-digit La Salle ID number found on the
mailing label of this magazine. Please allow
up to six months for your information to
appear in the magazine due to space
limitations and our publication schedule.
We accept photos as well and print them as
space permits. Please mail original photos
to the Office of Alumni Relations, La Salle
University, Box 830, 1900 W. Olney Ave.,
Philadelphia, PA 19141, or email photos that
are at least 300 dpi and approximately 4 by 6
inches to alumni@lasalle.edu. The University
reserves the right to edit submissions for
content, accuracy, and length .
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Diego F. Calderin, '83, was
appointed to the Board of
Directors of The Bryn Mawr
Trust Company and Bryn Mawr
Bank Corporation .
Timothy G. Murphy, '83, has
been part of the Wall Street
community for over 30 years,
and is one of the founding
partners of Maxim Group LLC
and a member of the Executive
Management Committee.
Sandra (Lech) Jeskie,
Esq., '84, received a 2017
Diversity Award from the
Diversity Law Institute (DLI).
The presentation was made
on November 3 at the 2017
Diversity Law Institute Summit
& Awards in Philadelphia . DLI
Diversity Awards are given
annually to a select number
of individuals, law firms and
companies who have at an
elite level advanced, promoted
or supported diversity and
inclusion in the profession of
law.
Raymond F. Mccullagh,
'85, a 32-year police veteran,
was appointed police chief of
Clarkstown.

Richard E. Mshomba, Ph.D.,
'85, published Economic
Integration in Africa: The
East African Community in
Comparative Perspective
(Cambridge University Press,
2017). Mshomba is also the
author of Africa and the World
Trade Organization (Cambridge
University Press, 2009) and
Africa in the Global Economy
(Lynne Rienner Publishers,
2000), a Choice Outstanding
Academic Book.
Joseph E. Truitt, 111, '86, was
appointed to the position of
Executive Vice President, Chief
Operating Officer of Achillion
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. on
September 11, 2017.
Ralph A. Nardi, '89, is
running for Williamsport City
Charter Commission .

1990s
Stephen M. Daukaus, '91,
was named Vice President of
Finance and IT, Chief Financial
Officer, of Bendix in 2017.
Catherine P. Forkin,
MBA, '92, was honored as
Humanitarian of the Year for
2018 for the 50th anniversary
of The Chapel of Four
Chaplains Banquet.

Mr. Gary A. Jonas Jr., '92,
received the Building Big
Award at the first Building Big
Awards for Big Brothers Big
Sisters at the Electric Factory
on Thursday, October 12, 2017.
Nicole Shelly Pilkus, '94,
was promoted to the Defense
Intelligence Senior Executive
ranks in September 2017.

Ottillie S. Parsons, RN, BSN,
'98, of Ocean View, N.J. has
been named clinical liaison and
community educator at Angelic
Palliative & Hospice Care. An
RN for 38 years, she has nearly
20 years experience in hospice
nursing.

2000s

Erin K. Flynn, '96, has joined
SCBIO as vice president.
Previously, she was director of
sales at Poly-Med Inc.

Albert Lee, '01, was named
as one of 14 on the Who's
Next in Tourism list by

David J. Gill Jr., CPA, CFP,
'96, of Maple Shade, N.J ., was
promoted to partner of Haefele
Flanagan, the law firm he's
been with since 2011.

Oshunbumi Fernandez,
'02, and Anthony West were
married on August 25, 2017.

Matthew C. Krystopa, '96,
was inducted into North Penn
Alumni Athletic Hall of Fame
in October 2017 for freestyle
relay.
Lori J. (Baiocchi) King, '97,
won the women's division of
30k in Northern Greece, in 8
hours, 56 minutes.

Billypenn.com.

Lauren (Winkler) Moser,
M.Ed., '03, married Adam
Moser on August 12, 2017.
Karen M. Mericsko, MBA,
'04, married David A.
Mericsko, CPA .
Vincent A. Durso, '04, a
successful insurance agent at
the J.S. Braddock Agency in
Burlington, N.J ., was voted
2017 South Jersey Shepherd
of the Year by the regional
agriculture society.

Kelly Neary, '15, Anthony Giacometti, '11, Helene Baakowski, '01, MBA '06, Julie Morrison, Jason Bodman, '11, Lauren De Ange/is, '11, Brian Rieker, '13,
Kaleena (Torres) Sauter, '15, Michael Sauter, '14, Amy Bonsal, '14, Kellsey Turner, '15, Chris Sytko, '13, Rachel Breslin (Christie}, '15, Jim Breslin, '13, MBA,
'17, Justin Brown, MA '14, Rosemary Malunis, '16, Rosemary Carberry, '13, MBA, '16, Alyssa Mallamaci, '16, Ryan Wall, '18, Trey Ulrich, '99, MBA '02, Brian
Frankowski, Alyssa McFadden, '18
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IN MEMORIAM

HALL OF ATHLETES 2018 INDUCTEES

SAMANTHA "SAMI" BIENKOWSKI, '20
Samantha "Sarni" Bienkowski, '20, of Toms River,
N.J. passed away on November 7, 2017, at home
while surrounded by her family, after a courageous
battle against cancer. She was born in Red Bank, N.J.
and lived in Howell before moving to Toms River in
2008. Sarni graduated from St. Veronica's School,
Donovan Catholic High School, Ocean County
Community College and La Salle University.
Sarni was an exceptionally special person. With
a smile you can't help but to smile back at and a
personality to match, she brought sunshine with her
everywhere she went. To know her was to love her
and she was loved by so many. Undeterred by her
illness, she always lived her life to the fullest with
unrelenting positivity and inspired all around her to
do the same.
Sarni was happiest on the soccer field, but was
also the captain of her cheerleading team at St.
Veronica's and played volleyball and lacrosse at
Donovan Catholic. She loved being at the beach and
took surfing lessons. She also had an adventurous
bucket list that included skydiving which she crossed
off last summer. Inspired by the care she received
at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, Sarni was
studying Nursing at La Salle University to one day
pursue her dream of becoming a pediatric nurse.

Ryan P. Judge, '04, of
Abington, Pa., was promoted
to sergeant of the Upper
Dublin Police Department.

Colleen B. (Mullarkey)
Donnelly, '06, and Shane
P. Donnelly, '06, married on
October 20, 2017.

Patricia Benson, Ph .D., '05,
published an article in the PA
Institute of CPAs Journal.

Marianne (Shields) Lawson,
PHR, '06, was named among
Women of Distinction 2017
by the Philadelphia Business
Journal.

Anthony C. Gallo, 111, CPA,
'05, and his wife, Deidre
(Witkoowski) Gallo, MS,
CCC, SLP, '09 welcomed
a daughter, Sadie Ann, on
February 7, 2017.
Jillian Mele, '05, was
promoted to the new
expansion of FOX & Friends
franchise as co-host of FOX &
Friends First.

Brittany M. (Buckwalter)
Strobel, '08, and Michael
L. Strobel, '08, MBA '20,
welcomed their second
daughter, Chloe Marie, on
November 13, 2017.
Mary Elizabeth Sullivan,
'09, and Joseph J. Rollo Jr.,
'08, married on March 25,
2017 in Philadelphia, Pa.

From left to right standing: James "Jim" Rogers, Jr., CPA, '78 (Dad Vails 1977 Champs), Jeff
Hentz, '82 (Baseball), Jeff Gershe, '89 (Men 's Swimming), Don DeGrazia, '78, (Dad Vail 1977
Champs)
Fritz Sutter, MD, '77, (Dad Vail 1977 Champs), and Ed Vasko, '82 (Dad Vail 1977 Champs)
Seated: Bob McNamara, MD, '78, ((Dad Vail 1977 Champs), Dan Hingley, '82, (Dad Vail 1977
Champs), Melissa Sanger, '11, (Women's Soccer), Christa Plummer, '09 (Women 's Track and
Cross Country), Jon Oline, DO, '79, (Dad Vail 1977 Champs) and Jim Muskett, '77 (Dad Vail
1977 Champs)
Missing from photo was Joe Blickley, '78 (Dad Vail 1977 Champs)

Michal J. Wilczewski, Ph.D.,
'09, successfully defended
his dissertation, "Broken
Land : Everyday Life and the
Reconstruction of the Polish
Countryside, 1914-1939," on
November 1, 2017, receiving
his Ph.D. from the University of
Illinois at Chicago in December
2017.

2010s
Aaron J. Bernotas, '10, and
Caitlin H. (Conk) Bernotas
were married.
Ronald R. Russak, MBA, '10,
was announced Vice President
of Operations at EVIO Inc.

Megan E. (Marron)
Holland, '12, was married on
September 23, 2017.
Peter J. Frein, '13, is
engaged to Rosemary Joseph,
both from Baltimore.
Maggie H. Gower, '14, is
engaged to David Mehall,
Archbald . The wedding is set
for October 21 at 2 p.m. in
Church of St. Gregory, Clarks
Green .
Thomas D. Macleod, '15, is
a tennis player, training for the
Professional Tour in Orlando,
Fla .
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IN MEMORIAM
1950s

Albert N. Oriold, '62, of Huntingdon
Valley, Pa., on April 13, 2017.

Gerald P. McGovern, '72, Falls
Township, Pa., on June 23, 2014.

William R. Regli, '62, on December
15, 2017.

Thomas E. Price, Jr., '75, of North
Cape May, N.J. on August 20, 2017.

James A. Mooney, '50, on June 11,
2016.

Francis M. Knight, '63, of King of
Prussia, Pa., on August 12, 2017.

Anthony R. Pileggi, '76, of Horsham,
Pa., on December 24, 2016.

John P. Gillane, '51, of Absecon, N.J.
and Drexel Hill, Pa. on May 13, 2017.

Deacon Philip E. Heaney, '64, on
February 7, 2017.

1980s

William A. Loughlin, '55, on July 11,
2016.

William A. Duryee, '66, of Arlington,
Va., on September 19, 2017.

Arthur E. Chandler, '85, of
Collegeville, Pa., on November 9, 2017.

John F. Campbell, '57, of Huntingdon
Valley, Pa., on November 13, 2017.

John R. Rutkowski, '66.

1990s

James J. Conahan, '67, of Northfield,
N.J. on October 9, 2017.

Kathleen "Bunkey" Frame, R.N.,
MFA, Ph.D., '90, on June 13, 2017

Compton T. Harris, '58, of Fairfield,
Ca. and Philadelphia, Pa. on December
1, 2017.

Brian D. Mccann, '67, of Aston, Pa. on
November 3, 2017.

Joann L. Creneti, '92, of Philadelphia,
Pa., on April 5, 2017

Charles D. Kearns, '68, of Yardley and
Wyomissing, Pa.

Edward H. McDermott, '58, on
August 30, 2017.

1970s

Reverend Thomas F. Gardocki,
Psy.D, '94, of Wyandotte, Mass., on
March 23, 2017

John J. Kintsch, '50, of Warminster,
Pa and Churchville, Pa. on November
4, 2017.

Francis E. Jarecki, '57, in August 2017.
Joseph M. Gindhart, Esq., '58.

John J. Todd, '58, on October 31, 2017.
Joseph C. Toland, 0 .0., M.D., '59, on
December 4, 2016.
1960s
Robert P. Corlies, '61, of Belle Mead,
N.J.
Joseph F. Koszarek, '62, of
Philadelphia, Pa. on June 23, 2016.
Brian D. Mullane MBA, '62, of
Doylestown, on Dec. 12, 2017.
William J. Oakley, '62, on April 4,
2017.

Brian L. Kaye, '97, on April 15, 2017

Daniel Henon, '70, of Philadelphia, Pa.
and Gruetli Laager, TN, on December
4, 2017.
Thomas A. Sabol, Esq., '71, of Center
City Philadelphia. on September 11,
2017.
Francis J. Spiecker, '72, of Chalfont,
Pa., on March 26, 2017,
Richard Hofmann, '76, of Cumming,
Pa. and formerly of Clifton Heights, Pa.
on July 13, 2016.
Gilbert R. Miller of Philadelphia, Pa.,
on November 4, 2017.

2000s
Christopher J. Fanelli, '08, of
Shamong, N.J., on December 29, 2017.
Corrections
Lawrence J. Mellon Jr., M.D, '54,
of Morton, Pa. is alive and well. His
beloved wife, Anne, passed on March
24, 2017.
Robert Todd, '77, M.A.Ed., '97, is
alive and well. His father, Robert F.
Todd, Sr., passed away on November
27, 2017.

IN MEMORIAM

RASUAL BUTLER
La Salle mourns the loss of great athlete and Men's
Basketball star Rasual Butler. Butler and his wife Leah
LaBelle passed early morning on Wednesday, Jan. 31 .
Butler was a 2008 inductee into the La Salle Hall of Athletes
for his incredible achievements as an Explorer from 19982002. During his four seasons he recorded 2,125 points,
putting him fourth in La Salle's all-time record list among
greats Lionel Simmons, Torn Gola and Michael Brooks. Butler
was a two-time First Team All-Atlantic 10 selection, and
averaged 20.9 points per game in his senior year.
"This is a real tragedy to the La Salle community and to all
who knew Rasual," Director of Athletics Bill Bradshaw said.
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"He was a terrific basketball
player, a great teammate
and a wonderful person. Our
thoughts and prayers go out
to the friends and families of
Rasual and his wife, Leah."
Butler was drafted out of La Salle
by the Miami Heat in the second
round of the 2002 NBA draft. He went on to play for 13
seasons on eight teams. Most recently, Butler was expected
to play a second season in the BIG3 League. Butler was 38
years old, Leah LaBelle was 31.

UPCOMING!
Do you have a running list of things
you'd like to accomplish in your life time?
Have you ch ecked any off yet ? Email us at
magaz ine@lasalle.edu and let us know wh at's
on your bucket list fo r our upcoming issue!
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SAVE THE DATE!
REUNITE. REDISCOVER. REVISIT.

REUNION '18

Mark your calendars for this reunion!
Classes ending in 3's and B's

June 8-9/ 1018

